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Love Letter to my favorite writing tool –
Scrivener
Jane 2 comments Writing Process, Writing Tools

Scrivener interface

Different writers use different software for their craft. Some stick to the simple choice: Microsoft
Word, Notebook or Open Office. Personally, I’m completely in love with Scrivener, because it meets
my every need when it comes to writing.

Interface

The first thing I love about Scrivener (I’m using the new version for Windows) is the interface, which
can be adjusted to your needs. The icons and keyboard shortcuts are easy to memorize and I learned to
use all the useful features in one session
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Outline

I’m the writer who needs to have an outline ready before I start writing my novel. It took me ages to
actually learn to outline my projects and I’m very particular as to how I like my outline to look like.

Scrivener has to features that rock my world in that aspect. You can work on your outline in a form of
a conspectus or with use of index cards that you can rearrange at your heart content by simply
dragging them around the corkboard – both of those features you can see on the image in this post.

Research and layout adjustments

If you’re anything like me, you like to use images to help with your character description, or use pdf
files with information crucial to the plot. You can store it all in the Research folder in your project file
and access it without even leaving the window.

Additionally, you can split your screen to have access to two different files at the same time.
Personally, I love splitting the screen horizontally, keeping the outline in the upper window and
writing in the lower window. This allows me to keep the bigger picture in mind.

Compiling your story

Scrivener saves everything in scattered rtf files, but at any point in time, you can compile your story
into a new document. I’m a big fan of compiling each chapter as a separate file, which helps me later
on when I’m editing the chapters into second and third draft.

Project Targets and Statistics

This is a feature that sold me on Scrivener. By activating one tiny window, you can set yourself a
target for the entire project (in my case it’s usually the word count minimum that I need to reach) and
a session target (how much words/characters you want to write in one session). It’s extremely helpful
when I’m counting how much words I’ve written in a week.

Full Screen

If I know I need to cut down on distractions, I press F11 and toggle the full screen. It’s brilliant for
those who have a deadline approaching and those who have a hard time cutting down on distractions.
You’ll find email and Internet isn’t half as tempting when you can’t see it.

The Price

I started using Scrivener for Windows when it was still in beta, then I used up my trial 30 days (which
is awesome: they count actual days of use, instead of 30 days from first use). But I just can’t live or
write without it now, so I shelled out those $35 (as a student, I get a discount from the regular $40).
It’s totally worth it. Try it out!

Let me know what you think about Scrivener. Or are you using a different writing tool? Let me know!
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I love the idea of those notes below… I might try it just for that, thanks,
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If you do try it out, let me know what you think!
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It appears that your Twitter account may 
have been hacked by the Scrivener spammers. 
Suggest that you change your password at 
once.

Wayne
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